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During the recent recession, many families could relate to the wisdom of Proverbs 23:5: “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”That’s a pretty good description of what the last year or two felt like for a lot of us. We learned again how unreliable money is in an up and down economy. Several news reports showed that kids and teens felt the impact, as well, slowing their spending and helping the family to conserve. 


A report in Sunday’s LA Times titled “� HYPERLINK "http://articles.latimes.com/2010/mar/28/business/la-fi-cover-teen-spending28-2010mar28" \o "Free-spending teens return to malls" �Free-spending teens return to malls�” suggests that trend is starting to reverse itself.


But now teen shoppers are making a comeback. For two months in a row, teen retailers have soared past sales expectations. Notably, Abercrombie & Fitch Co., known for its sexy advertising and casual-but-pricey fashions, snapped its 20-month streak of negative sales with an 8% increase in January.


The story quotes one 14 year old shopper as saying, “Last year I didn’t shop as much,” but now, “the urge has come.”Is that a good thing? Retailers may say yes, but parents who want their kids to grow wise need to ask if their teens are learning to manage resources well, no matter what the economy is doing. That’s one of the “Seven Marks of Wise Person,” according to Mark Matlock. (You could read more about the “Seven Marks” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.thewisdomdeck.com/" \o "TheWisdomDeck.com" �TheWisdomDeck.com�.)


And our kids aren’t likely to learn good money habits without us. A new survey by TheMint.org � HYPERLINK "http://www.credit.com/news/credit-debt/2010-03-29/survey-teens-turn-to-parents-for-financial-influence.html" \o "reported on Credit.com" �reported on Credit.com� reveals that 68 percent of teens polled said their parents had the most influence on their spending and saving habits. The bad news is that 70 percent say also say their parents “sometimes spent on silly purchases and rarely met with them over money management.”That might explain why that LA Times story quotes that 14 year old as saying, “I don’t really set a budget for myself. I just buy what I love.”


Obviously, our role as parents is to model good money choices, as well as to teach them. And it’s never too late to start doing either. Even when we make poor choices or suffer the consequences of past money missteps, our children benefit from our willingness to let them listen in as we talk about money strategies and own the outcomes of our choices. In addition, we can let them see us turning to wise counselors—including God’s Word—for help to do better. That could involve something as quick and easy as talking about a proverb that teaches wisdom in managing resources. 


You’ll find lots of those on � HYPERLINK "http://www.thewisdomdeck.com/" \o "TheWisdomDeck.com" �TheWisdomDeck.com�, sorted according to category, but here’s a good one to start with about controlling our consumption: “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” (Proverbs 21:20) Why not bring it up with your kids some time this week? 




















© New Harbor Community Church // Youth Pastor: Max Critchfield // � HYPERLINK "mailto:maxcritchfield@newharborchurch.com" ��maxcritchfield@newharborchurch.com� // 707.745.4448





TEACHING KIDS MONEY WISDOM


Reprinted from Real World Parents, a ministry of Youth Specialties





© New Harbor Community Church // Youth Pastor: Max Critchfield // � HYPERLINK "mailto:maxcritchfield@newharborchurch.com" ��maxcritchfield@newharborchurch.com� // 707.745.4448








Name 412 Student Ministries


Location Benicia, CA


Web http://www.412studentministries.


wordpress.com





Bio The ministry to adolescents of New Harbor Community Church, which exists to reach students with the truth of Christ and encourage them to selflessly serve, be a part of God’s family, Honor God with every part of their lives, and grow to be mature and fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ.
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DEAR PARENTS,





 Fall is here! We had an amazing, summer, and now we’re excited to dive into a new school year and see all of what God has in store to do in and through us. The biggest thing that we are most excited about is small groups – we are kicking off small groups for MS and HS guys and girls on September 26th with a fun trip to the world’s largest corn maze in Dixon – the event will run from 4 to 8PM, and students will be paired with the person who will serve as their small group leader for the summer.





Our heart and vision is to see a generation bringing glory to God through lives transformed by the Gospel, and we believe that a huge agent for that transformation is God’s community, the Church. And we believe that one of the most meaningful and powerful ways that adolescents can get connected to that community is through being a part of a small group, where they are bonding with their peers, asking questions, learning truth, and being loved and poured into by a Godly adult. We hope that our small group ministry affords opportunities for lasting spiritual change in the hearts and lives of our students, and pray that you will join us in encouraging your children to take hold of the person that God wants and is making them to be. Small groups will meet on Sunday evenings, and be at various locations – we will be publishing specific details shortly.





I thank you for your partnership in the Gospel, and look forward with great anticipation to the growth that God has in store!





�


Max Critchfield, Youth Pastor
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SEPTEMBER 2010   PARENT NEED-TO-KNOW








SEPTEMBER 2010   PARENT NEED-TO-KNOW












































RESOURCE LINKS:





Interview with Mark Matlock, founder of Real World Parents:


� HYPERLINK "http://debbiechavezshow.com/2010/04/01/04012010-real-world-parenting.aspx" �http://debbiechavezshow.com/2010/04/01/04012010-real-world-parenting.aspx�





Teens Destroy iPad


� HYPERLINK "http://www.realworldparents.com/blog/article/teens_destroy_ipad/" �http://www.realworldparents.com/blog/article/teens_destroy_ipad/�




















CALENDAR SNAPSHOT





September 26th – Small Group Kickoff at Dixon Corn Maze, 4-PM





Look to the annual parent letter next week for a complete calendar snapshot of the whole school year!

























































































